Lesson   January 28, 2012

What is the Kingdom of God?

Prayer:

Dear Lord we confess our manifold sins we have committed and we know that by doing so we are forgiven of those sins and cleansed of all unrighteousness. And now through your grace we are in fellowship with you and are filled with the Holy Spirit and through the instruction of the Holy Spirit we can fulfill the mandate to study the scripture and grow in grace and learn to edify you in all we do in our lives. Glory be to you, in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  Amen.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

New King James Version (NKJV)

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, (God breathed) and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Hebrews 4:12 (21st Century King James Version)


 12For the Word of God is living and powerful and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

    

2 Timothy 2:15 (21st Century King James Version)


 15Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman who needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Introduction: why we study the scripture. Happiness, learn the love of God and the many blessings, both spiritual and temporal, which flow to the mature believer. 

1. Happiness:

John 15:11 (21st Century King James Version)

 11These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 

Proverbs 3:13 (21st Century King James Version)(Hebrew word chakmah-wisdom)

 13Happy is the man that findeth wisdom and the man that getteth understanding; 

Philippians 4:1 (21st Century King James Version)

   Therefore, my dearly beloved and longedfor brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

2. Knowledge of the love of God and Blessings:

Ephesians 3:19-20 (New International Version 1984, ©1984)

19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 

These things are for the mature believer. A mature believer is one who learns to love God more than anything in life. It can only be acquired by virtue of understanding the scriptures. 

He gives us a knowledge beyond human understanding; a Life beyond knowledge. “Epinosis” to know the love of God and to believe and to understand this is beyond human understanding. 

God has blessings awaiting the mature believer beyond his/her dreams. This is for the mature believer only. Salvation is for all, but the greater blessings are for the mature believer. 

Using our goals and desires and not following is like a man using gasoline to power the human body and not an automobile or using sugar to power the automobile. The energy of the plan of God is more powerful than our energy. God is like a pilot of a jet airplane and we decide to get out and push because he needs help.

Ephesians: 

Ephesians 1:19-20 (21st Century King James Version)


 19and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, 

    
 20which He wrought in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places,

What is given to believers when they grow in the faith?

1. Happiness- just because you are saved doesn’t mean you will be happy

2. Love of the Lord- just because you are saved doesn’t  mean that you love the Lord

Power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus and God the Father who dwell within all his believers.- just because you are saved doesn’t mean that you know how you can be used by the Holy pirit, Jesus and God the Father which dwells within you after salvation
Ultimate Goal is the Glorification and Edification of God and His Son Jesus Christ from which flows the love of God, Happiness, and Blessings
What is the Kingdom of God?
Definition of KINGDOM
1

archaic : kingship 
2

: a politically organized community or major territorial unit having a monarchical form of government headed by a king or queen 
3

often capitalized a : the eternal kingship of God b : the realm in which God's will is fulfilled 
4

a : a realm or region in which something is dominant b : an area or sphere in which one holds a preeminent position 
5

a : one of the three primary divisions into which natural objects are commonly classified — compare animal kingdom, mineral kingdom, plant kingdom b : a major category (as Plantae or Protista) in biological taxonomy that ranks above the phylum and below the domain 
Definition of Heaven
1

: the expanse of space that seems to be over the earth like a dome : firmament —usually used in plural 
2

a often capitalized : the dwelling place of the Deity and the blessed dead b : a spiritual state of everlasting communion with God 
3

capitalized : god 1 
4

: a place or condition of utmost happiness 
5

Christian Science : a state of thought in which sin is absent and the harmony of divine Mind is manifest 

Romans 14:17

21st Century King James Version (KJ21)


 17for the Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.

Luke 10:8-11

21st Century King James Version (KJ21)


 8And into whatsoever city ye enter and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you. 

    
 9And heal the sick that are therein and say unto them, `The Kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.' 

    
 10But into whatsoever city ye enter and they receive you not, go your ways out into the streets of the same and say, 

    
 11`Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against you. Notwithstanding, be ye sure of this: that the Kingdom of God is come nigh unto you

If we translate that word NEAR back into Hebrew, we get an entirely different meaning and understanding. The Hebrew equivalent of the Greek word: Engiken, is: "KARAV," which means: "To come up to and be with," or "to be where something or someone else is." Why is this so important, you might ask?

Well, if we use the English or Greek word meaning NEAR, the implication is that the Kingdom of God is sometime in the future, not yet here. Yet the Hebrew word KARAV means the exact opposite. It give us the meaning: "IT IS HERE! IT HAS ARRIVED!" The Kingdom of Heaven or the Kingdom of God is always -- present tense -- it is NOW, according to the Hebrew usage and the understanding of the Jews at the time of Jesus and also within rabbinic usage even today.

It is God working through us, in us and by us. We are the Kingdom of God, manifested into the physical world. The Kingdom of God manifests itself through us individually in our individual relationship with Him and then, collectively - when we gather together in Worship -- within the Divine Eucharistic Liturgy.

The Kingdom is where ever the power and glory of God is manifested, witnessed to, confessed publicly, jointly or together. It is where ever Christians are living surrendered lives in Jesus The Christ, the Son of the Living God -- THERE is His "Kingdom."

Question: What is the kingdom of heaven? 
    Answer: The "kingdom of heaven" or "kingdom of God" in New Testament terminology and concept stands for and is indicative of the blessings of God (Mk. 10: 25, 26). Hence, a study of the kingdom is important. 
   The kingdom of heaven. The term "kingdom" is used about 126 times in the gospels. "Kingdom of heaven" or its equivalent is found about 80 times. John the Baptist came preaching the kingdom of God and indicated it was then imminent (Matt. 3: 2). Jesus' task was to preach the kingdom (Luke 4: 43). The kingdom constituted the core of Jesus' teaching (Matt. 4: 17, 23). Jesus appointed his apostles to teach the kingdom (Matt. 10: 7). The apostles continued to teach the kingdom after Jesus' resurrection (Acts 8: 12, 28: 23, 31). 
    Meaning of kingdom of heaven. The kingdom was much prophesied (Dan. 2: 36-45). Joseph waited for the kingdom (Mk. 15: 43). The kingdom came (Mk. 9: 1, Col. 1: 13, 14). Peter was given the keys to the kingdom (means of entry) which he used in Acts chapter two (Matt. 16: 18, 19; Acts 2: 14-41). The kingdom and church are interchangeably used (Matt. 16: 18, 19). The church (ekklesia) denotes the called out saved; the kingdom (basileia), those over whom God reigns (Luke 19: 11-14). The kingdom, then, involves Jesus' Lordship and rule (Luke 6: 46). 
    Beloved, the kingdom is not secular (Matt. 20: 25-28, John 18: 36). The kingdom is not eating and drinking, fun and frolic (cf. Rom. 14: 17). The word of God is the seed of the kingdom (Luke 8: II). Entrance into the kingdom (lower kingdom) is gained by the new birth (John 3: 3-7, Mk. 16: 16, Rom. 10: 9,10). Experiencing the ultimate kingdom (upper or heaven) will be enjoyed by the faithful redeemed (2 Pet. 1:6-11). In view of the greater blessings, the least in the kingdom is greater than John the Baptist (Matt. 11: 11).
Ambassadors
2 Corinthians 5:19-21

21st Century King James Version (KJ21)


 19to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and hath committed unto us the Word of reconciliation. 

    
 20Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were beseeching you by us: we pray you on Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.

1. Ephesians 6:20
for which I am an ambassador in bonds, that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.
Ephesians 6:19-21 (in Context) Ephesians 6 (Whole Chapter) 

Children of God
Galatians 3:26-28

21st Century King James Version (KJ21)


 26For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

    
 27For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. 

    
 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 7:18-26

21st Century King James Version (KJ21)


 18For there is verily an annulling of the former commandment because of the weakness and unprofitableness thereof. 

    
 19For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did, by which we draw nigh unto God. 

    
 20And inasmuch as it was not without an oath that He was made priest 

    
 21(for those priests were made without an oath, but He with an oath by Him who said unto Him: "The Lord swore and will not repent, `Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.'"), 

    
 22by so much more was Jesus made a surety of a better testament. 

    
 23And those priests truly were many, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death; 

    
 24but this Man, because He continueth forever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 

    
 25Therefore He is able also to save to the uttermost those who come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

    
 26For such a High Priest who is befitting for us, holy, undisposed to harm, undefiled, separated from sinners, and made higher than the heavens,

1 Peter 2 

21st Century King James Version (KJ21)

1 Peter 2

   Therefore laying aside all malice and all guile, and hypocrisy and envy and all evil speaking, 

    
 2as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby, 

    
 3if so it be that ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 

    
 4Coming to Him as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 

    
 5ye also as living stones are built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

    
 6Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture: "Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious; and he that believeth in Him shall not be confounded." 

    
 7Unto you therefore who believe, He is precious; but unto those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner," 

    
 8and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense," even to those who stumble at the Word, being disobedient, unto which also they were appointed. 

    
 9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

Adoption    

Romans 8:14-16

21st Century King James Version (KJ21)


 14For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

    
 15For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, "Abba! Father!" 

    
 16The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of God;

As children of God, we are part of the royal family of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Like any other member of royalty, we don’t just step into the role without any preparation.  We must be trained. Proper and careful training is essential for rulers in the making.  We must learn how to think and act because we have spent so long in the condition and mentality of slaves in the kingdom of darkness that we automatically think and act like slaves of the kingdom of darkness.
When Satan fell to earth, he became a nobody.  Then, he pretended to be a somebody by tricking Adam and Eve and usurping their earthly authority.  Ever since, he has taught mankind to think of themselves as nobodies, just as he is.  This mental damage must be healed. If we are to experience the reality of the Kingdom, we must be retrained in the behavior and mindset of the Kingdom.  We cannot live effectively for the Lord until we learn to think like Him (Romans 12:1-2).

From their earliest days, children of royalty are taught that they ARE royalty and are trained in how to act accordingly; even before they are old enough to understand what that means.  This is because it’s never too early to start learning true self-identity.  There is a certain way of behaving that is appropriate for royalty, but it does not develop automatically.  From the day heirs are born, they are taught how to walk, talk, think, and behave like kings.

kingdom people? In fact, he communicates that we better receive the kingdom like a little child or we will never enter it.
1. The 1st characteristic – is a child’s dependence. A child depends of his/her parents for everything.
-When a toddler gets hurt they don’t think about what doctor they need to call, they just want Mom or Dad.
Example. I remember when I was in kindergarten my father had some cherry bombs stored in the closet and we were instructed not to play with them. WeLl the next day Mom was on the phone, Dad was at work, and I was in the closet getting his cherry bomb to light it. As I lit it (I was not fully aware of how powerful it was) I just held it in my hand and off it went. At that moment, when there was this rush of pain, all I wanted was Mom.
-I knew she could make it better. That’s all I knew.
Point: God wants us to depend on him—it’s called faith. We need to have such a close relationship with God that when something happens we go to him first, not as a last resort.
a. In fact, right after this section Jesus deals with a rich young man who asked him how to inherit eternal life. Of all the people who ever came to the feet of Jesus, this man is the only one who went away worse than he came, and yet he had so much in his favor.
-Jesus began to answer him and at the end of the dialogue the Lord tells him to come follow him. The idea was to depend on him for his way of life.
-The man turned away sad, "grieved". Greek word gives the picture of storm clouds gathering.
-The man walked out of the sunshine and into a storm! This man wanted to get salvation on his terms, without dependence on Christ and it didn’t happen.

Point: This goes back to our text. V. 15, "I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."
TS: Another characteristic about children.
2. 2nd characteristic — is their trust. A child trusts in adults they’ve never met (normal relationships). A child does not expect any person to be bad. He will make friends with a perfect stranger.
Example. A great man once said that the greatest compliment ever paid him was when a little boy came up to him, a complete stranger, and asked him to tie his shoe lace. The child has not yet learned to suspect the world. He still believes the best about others.
-Sometimes that very trust leads him into danger for there are those who are totally unworthy of it and who abuse it, but that trust is a lovely thing.
Example. When I worked for Damascus Way in Golden Valley, I worked with ex-cons, street people, child molesters, murderers. One time I didn’t have anybody to watch Felicia (she was just a little girl and we had no family) so I took her to work for a few hours.
Well that was the dumbest thing I did because she became friends with all the child molesters. Who knows what their motives were for being nice. But, as I watched Felicia, in her mind she had just made a whole bunch of new friends.
Point: We need to trust like a little child. Do we trust God will provide, take care of us?
3. 3"1 characteristic — is a child’s receptivity. They believe what you tell them. It’s amazing how open they are.
If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn. If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight.
If a child lives with fear, he learns to be apprehensive.
If a child lives with pity, he learns to 

feel sorry for himself. If a child lives with jealousy, he learns to feel guilty.
If a child lives with encouragement, he learns to be self-confident.
If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient.
If a child lives with praise, he learns to be appreciative. If a child lives with acceptance, he learns to love. If a child lives with approval, he learns to like himself. If a child lives with recognition, he learns to have a goal. If a child lives with fairness, he learns what justice is. If a child lives with honesty, he learns what truth is.
If a child lives with sincerity, he learns to have faith in himself and those around him.
If a child lives with love, he learns that the world is a wonderful place to live in.

Thought: Today what are you teaching your child? Imagine your child is a blank slate, what are you going to write for them to learn?
4. 4th characteristic about a child – is their short-term memory. A child has not learned to bear grudges and nourish bitterness.
-Even when a child is treated unjustly they forget very quickly.
a. A child will not only recover quickly physically, but also emotionally.
Example. I’ve heard about cases of abuse from authorities where a child will forgive and go right back into their own demise.
-A child has a short-term memory.
b. I’ve seen adults when the wind will blow and an offense will come and they can’t forgive and move on.
In Conclusion
We’ve looked at who will be kingdom people.
1. Those who come like a child. As I said earlier, we teach children to become like adults, Jesus says we should become like a child.
2. Today we could compare how Jesus responded to children and the rich young ruler. The children were blessed while the rich young ruler went away worse off.
-They both had the same opportunity, the key was their attitudes. Today: How is your attitude?
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